BY-LAWS OF THE MUSEUM DISTRICT WOMAN’S CLUB

Revised April 2016
ARTICLE I

Name

The name of this organization shall be The Museum District Woman’s Club (MDWC).

ARTICLE II

Mission

Our mission is to encourage friendship within our neighborhood, provide civic and social welfare to the community, and elevate the cultural and intellectual pursuits of members in the interest of a higher standard of citizenship.

ARTICLE III

Membership

The membership of the club shall consist of adult females, age 21 and over, who work, reside, or own property, in the area bounded by the eastern side of North Boulevard on the east, the eastern side of I-195 on the west, the south side of Cary Street on the south and the south side of Broad Street on the north, and who shall have paid their annual dues of $40.  Any member in good standing who moves from or sells her property in the Museum District shall be eligible to maintain her membership by continuing to pay her annual dues.

The MDWC shall have two classes of membership: Regular Member (as described above) and Honorary Members.  Honorary Members are members 80 years of age and older who have requested a transfer to Honorary Membership.  Honorary Members shall have all the rights and privileges of Regular Members.  There shall be no dues assessed for Honorary Members.

Members receive the majority of club communication via e-mail.  It is the responsibility of each member to furnish the club with correct contact information.

ARTICLE IV

Officers and Duties

Section 1.  The officers shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.

Section 2.  The President shall preside at all meeting of the club and of the Executive Board and shall submit the report of the Executive Board to the club.  She shall appoint all committees deemed necessary for the club.  She shall also be an ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee.  She shall present a written report at the annual meeting.

Section 3.  In the absence of the President, the Vice-President(s) shall perform all duties of that office.  In case of vacancy, she shall succeed to the office of the President for the remainder of the term of office.  She shall be Chair of the Program Committee.
 Section 4.  The Secretary shall keep an accurate record of all meeting of the club and of the Executive Board.  She shall have charge of all correspondence as directed by the President.

Section 5a.  The Treasurer shall receive all monies and deposit them in such bank as directed by the Executive Board.  She shall collect all dues, keep an accurate count of all receipts and disbursements, and pay all bills as ordered by the Executive Board or President.  She shall render monthly reports to the club and to the Executive Board and a written report at the final board meeting.

Section 5b.  The Treasurer shall approve all expenditures less than $100.  Those expenditures over $100 shall be approved by the Executive Board.

ARTICLE V

Nominations, Elections and Term of Office

Section 1.  A nomination committee of five members shall be elected by the club at the January meeting.  It shall be the duty of this committee to report at the March meeting a slate of officers for the ensuing term.  The election of officers shall be held in April at which time there may be nominations from the floor.

Section 2.  A majority of those voting shall constitute an election.  Should there be only one candidate for a position, the election may be by voice.

Section 3.  The term of office shall be for one year.  No officer shall be eligible to serve in the same capacity more than two consecutive years.

Section 4.  The officers shall enter upon the discharge of their duties immediately upon the adjournment of the May meeting.  Every retiring officer and committee chair shall turn over her records to her successor within 30 days. 

ARTICLE VI

The Executive Board

Section 1.  The Executive Board shall be comprised of the officers, the standing committee chairs and one or more Members-at-Large.  Chairs of special events committees may be invited to attend.

Section 2.  It shall be the duty of the board to transact the business of the club.

Section 3.  No member shall serve on the board longer than four consecutive years.     
Section 4.  Any vacancy occurring on the board of an office other than that of the President, which shall be filled by the Vice-President, shall be filled by appointment to the Executive Board.

Section 5.  Any officer failing to attend two meetings of the board without valid reason and prior notice to the President shall be considered to have vacated her office.  Executive Board members are expected to attend all board meetings.

ARTICLE VII

Committees

Section 1.  There shall be the following standing committees, as needed: membership, hospitality, finance, neighborhood improvement, communications, fund-raising, and by-laws when required.

Section 2.  The standing committee chairs shall submit a written report at the annual meeting.

ARTICLE VIII

Meetings

Section 1.  Regular meetings shall be held on the third Wednesday evening of each month from September through May, subject to change by the Executive Board. 

Section 2.  The annual meeting shall be held at the end of the club year and shall be for the receiving of reports, announcement of newly elected officers, and any other business that shall come regularly before the club.

Section 3.  The quorum for all meetings of the club shall be ten (10) including the President and Vice-President.

Section 4.  The meetings of the Executive Board shall be upon the call of the President.

Section 5.  The quorum for all Executive Board meetings shall be five (5) including the President and Vice-President.

ARTICLE IX

Dues

Section 1.  Current annual dues are $40.  There shall be no pro rata reduction and dues are not refundable.

Section 2.  Dues shall be payable by the October meeting.  A member delinquent in payment after the November meeting shall be dropped from the roll for non-payment.

Section 3.  The fiscal year shall be June 1 to May 31.

ARTICLE X

Parliamentary Authority

The parliamentary authority shall be Robert’s Rules of Order.

ARTICLE XI

Amendments

The by-laws may be amended at any regular meeting by a two-thirds vote of those present and voting, provided the proposed amendments has been submitted in writing to the club at the previous meeting.

Guests at Social Events

Members are encouraged to bring prospective members as guests to club meetings.  A prospective member is limited to attending two club meetings
