
 
 

Building relationships. Strengthening our community. 
 

Letter from the President 
 

Hello everyone, Ladies of all ages in our neighborhood.  
 
     We have had a real winter with snow and it’s 
been a little scary parking with so many snow banks. Hope 
you all have enjoyed sledding or walking in the snow. It 
burns a lot more  calories than walking. Remember it’s the 
law to shovel the snow off the steps and part of your 
sidewalk. You have 16 hours to do it. Did you all know 
that?  
 
      We had a fantastic turnout for the January 
meeting at Penzeys Spices despite the rainy night. Those 
who went agreed that it was very interesting to hear 
about the history of the store, its founders, and of all the 
different spices. We also learned how to determine when 
you should throw old spices out. When you open them 
and they don’t smell, or don’t have that fresh smell that 
makes you say, “Wow,” throw them away. I was surprised 
to realize how cheaply you can get replacements in small 
containers, and what a difference this makes in your 
cooking. Anyway, go by the store if you have not. Smell 
the different spices and try new ones. Thank you to Diane 
Lesso for Penzeys’ generosity. All who attended received 
gift bags too!  

 
     We have grown to 64 members last count. Bring 
guests and encourage friends and other neighbors to join 
our club. Our mission is to build community by building 
friendships. We also have a good time. Hope to see you 
this month!  

Best Regards  
 
 
        Patricia Michelsen-King  
        President of MDWC 
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February Birthdays 
 
Muriel Azria-Evans – 4th 
Sari Becker – 22nd 
Anna Holmdahl – 14th 
Patricia Michelsen-King – 23rd 
Sally Sadler – 12

th
 

Karen Tisdale-Butterfield – 12
th

 
Tara Pettit – 22

nd
 

 
 
 
 

 
Save the Date 

Progressive Dinner 
April 24

th
 

More  details to come… 
 

 

 

Next Meeting  - February 17th. 
We will meet at St Benedict School in the 
Library.  We are supposed to enter 
through the front door of the school 
which is on Grove Ave. The Grove front 
door entrance is up a flight of steps and 
then we have to go up another set of 
steps inside- good exercise for us!  See 
you there!! 

 
 

By-Laws Changes 
 
There have been proposed changes to the By-
Laws.  The By-Laws can be found on our website- 
www.mdwc.org.  Please take time to review the 
changes.  The membership will be asked at the 
February meeting to vote on the changes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Upcoming Events  

 
Feb 17   

 “Invitation to a Fancy Dress Ball” 
By 

Richmond History Center 
St Benedict School Library, 

3100 Grove Ave 

 
Mar 17    

Museum District real estate market 
Chris Small 

Museum District Bed & Breakfast 
 2811 Grove Ave 

 
Apr  21   

 Kristine Duane Gregory 
Bedeckers Interior Effects Inc 

Maury Place at Monument 
 

April 24 
Progressive Dinner 

 
May 19    

Appetizer/Dessert social 
3303 Floyd Av  

 
June        

Joint MDA/MDWC picnic 
date and location TBA 

 
Social meetings are at 7:30 pm 

http://www.mdwc.org/


 
 

The Museums on the Boulevard 
 
Have you ever meant to get tickets to an event 
you really wanted to see, only to remember three 
weeks after the date?  Have you ever wished that 
your best friend had told you about the traveling 
exhibit or the special class ahead of time, instead 
of telling you how much fun it was later? Do you 
constantly wonder, as I do, what’s happening out 
there?  Well, being relatively new to Richmond, I 
got inspired by our appellation as the Museum 
District Women’s Club, and thought I’d offer a 
quick review of things upcoming at “The 
Museums on the Boulevard.”  (Yes, there is such a 
website.) While there’s certainly not space to go 
into detail, here’s a reminder of some of the 
treasures that are to be found in out own back 
yard. 
 

VMFA (Virginia Museum of Fine Arts) is 

three months away from the Grand Reopening, 
scheduled for May 1

st
, which will no doubt be a 

marvelous event.  If you’re not already a member, 
maybe you should consider it.   
 
Meanwhile, the museum continues to hold art 
classes for children, an ongoing schedule of adult 
lectures, and studio art classes for anyone aged 16 
or older.  Spring registration is going on now, and I 
was stunned to discover an amazing array of 
subjects and time-commitment opportunities--
drawing, painting, photography, pottery, 
printmaking, sculpture, fiber arts, creative writing, 
and design. They even hold yoga classes!  The 
Studio School is located at 2911-15 Grove Avenue 
(across from VMFA) at the corner of Sheppard 
Street. Information: 804.367.0816.  
 
I particularly draw your attention to “Art After 
Hours Winter,” a continuing Thursday night event, 
6-9pm, through February 25

th
, featuring live blues 

music, dancing, poetry reading, wine tasting, 
specialty food and drinks, engaging conversation, 
and topic tours.  Single tickets are $10 (VMFA 
members $8 in advance, limit two per member).  
Tickets may be ordered online, or at the museum 
Wednesday through Sunday from 11 am to 5 pm 
or may be charged by phoning 804.340.1405.  
Parking is $3; free for Members. 

VMFA is located at 200 N. Boulevard, their 
website is www.vmfa.state.va.us 

 

 
 
- 
 
 

Virginia Historical Society  -  Right next 

door, at 428 N. Boulevard, the VHS has waived 
membership fees for 2010, so this might be the 
best deal in town.  www.vahistorical.org  
 
Current exhibits, running into the spring, include 
Cold War Crisis: The U-2 Incident, the story of 
Francis Gary Powers, a native Virginian who’s U-2 
reconnaissance plane was shot down over the 
Soviet Union in 1960.  Tried and convicted as a spy 
and sentenced to ten years imprisonment, he was 
exchanged in Germany for a Soviet agent in ‘62.  
Also, through April 11

th
, The Portent: John Brown's 

Raid in American Memory. “the first-ever critical 
analysis by a southern institution” of that episode, 
mounted as part of the 150

th
 anniversary of the 

raid. 
 
Upcoming classes:  “George Washington at War,” 
Feb 11

th
 & 18

th
, and “Virginia Landscapes: Restoring 

Historic Gardens in the Old Dominion,” March 11
th

 
& 18

th
. 

 
The Virginia House reopens April 3

rd
, by 

appointment for house and garden tours. 
 

Science Museum of Virginia  www.smv.org  

Just around the corner at 2500 West Broad, in the 
beautiful building that once was Union Station, 
the Science Museum boasts “hundreds of hands-
on experiences to amaze and inspire you” in its 
many permanent exhibits.  The newest visiting 
exhibit, recently opened, is “National Geographic’s 
Maps:  Tools for Adventure!” 
 
You might want to mark you calendars for 
“Engineering Day,” Feb 28

th
.  Events include “The 

Great Egg Drop Contest,” in which egg 
containers are dropped down a stairwell and 
contestants aim at a 4-foot-by-4-foot target, and 
“The Bridge Building Competition” where 
middle and high school students vie to see which 
ice cream-stick bridge can hold the most weight 
before it breaks.  
 
IMAX offerings:  “Mysteries of the Great Lakes,” 
and “Grand Canyon Adventure.”  “Arabia” opens 
Feb 14

th
.

http://www.vmfa.state.va.us/
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Children’s Museum of Richmond -  
celebrates Black History Month each Saturday in 
February with a different performance celebrating 
African American culture and history.  Check the 
website, www.c-mor.org for times. 
 
Also, Target Family Night is back by popular 
demand.  The whole family can enjoy what The 
Children's Museum has to offer from 5:00-7:30pm 
on the third Friday of every month for just $1 per 
person!  Upcoming dates, Feb. 19

th
, March 19

th
.  5-

7:30pm. 
 

Louis Ginter Botanical Gardens  - Up 

Boulevard a ways, at 1800 Lakeside Avenue, the 
Garden is understandably quiet this time of year.  
However, the library and garden shop are open, 
and the Tea House reopens Feb. 1

st
.  In February 

many of the classes focus on garden planning, 
including selection, planting and care of trees, 
setting seeds and garden design.  New classes in 
garden photography are offered, as well as garden 
related subjects such as beekeeping. 
 
A couple things you might want to put on your 
calendar:  April 18

th
 & 19

th
, “A Blooming 

Anniversary Weekend” celebration of the Garden’s 
25

th
 anniversary.  Also, April 30

th
-May 2

nd
 is the 

annual spring plant sale. 
www.lewisginter.org   
 
Maymont -  located in Byrd Park at the end of 
Boulevard, the mansion is open Tues.-Sun.,  12-
5pm.  Saturdays in February enjoy the “Upstairs, 
Downstairs” tour as well as “The Love Tour” on 
Valentine’s Day afternoon.   
 
The 21

st
 Annual Maymont Garden Show is at the 

Convention Center downtown on Feb. 18
th

-21
st

, 
with the annual Cocktail Classic on the 19

th
 6:30-

10p at the Nature Center. 
 
The “Full Moon Hike” for February is scheduled for 
the 26

th
, 6-9pm on the Maymont grounds. 

Registration required by February 25; call 804-
358-7166, ext. 310 or online, www.maymont.org  
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